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United In Christ

We begin a new church year on the First Sunday in Advent, which is this Sunday,
November 27th.  The season of Advent is four weeks long. Advent is the period of
preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas and also of
preparation for the Second Coming of Christ.
Prepare – prepare, make ready, put together, arrange, assemble, construct,
compose . . .
Isaiah 40:3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

I shared this poem from Renee Swope with you last year, and I want to share it with
you again.

Continued on next page

Christmas Eve Worship with 
Holy Communion-Saturday, Dec 24

Faaberg--4:00 p.m.-candlelight worship; Pr. Dan
Little Norway--6:00 p.m.-candlelight worship; Pr. Dan

Concordia--4:00 p.m.-candlelight worship; Pr. Phil
Trinity--6:00 p.m.-candlelight worship; Pr. Phil



Christmas Day Worship Sunday, Dec 25

Maple Lake--10:00 a.m.; Pr. Dan
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P A S T O R ' S  N O T E S /
P A R I S H  N E W S

The Manger of My Heart
By Renee Swope



 

This Christmas, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.

As I prepare for the holiday and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven.



The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.

You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,

Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.



Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus’ birth,
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth,

Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night.
And angels announced, “Into your darkness, God brings His Light.



 “Do not be afraid,” they said, to the shepherds in the field.

Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield.
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call.

Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all.



 Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise.

Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel your hush.



This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.

Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day.

Keep me close to You, Lord.  It’s in Your wonderful Name I pray.

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season!

 In Christ,

 Pastor Phil Larsen
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P A R I S H  N E W S

Bump Erickson was the winner 
of the Veteran quilt made by the 

quilters at Concordia Lutheran Church
on Sunday, November 13th, 2022.
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Concordia:
Baptism-
-Aaron Matias Mendoza, son of
Florencio & Courtney 
Funeral-
Allen Torpet; Pr. Dan
Jeff Hegg; Pr. Phil

Maple Lake:
Baptism-
-Arlen Allen Melby, son of
Matthew Melby & Nicole
Olson; Pr. Dan

                                                                                                                                       

P A R I S H / C L C  N E W S

Pastoral Acts for 
November

Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

DECEMBER 2022

Concordia Worship Participants

Advent Candle: Amber & Taylor
Sannes & family
Ushers:  Daryl and Evan Haas
Greeters: Craig & Cindy Engelstad
Lector: Tim Sykes
Acolytes: Kane & Indigo Oistad
Communion Assistants: Scott Braun,
Larry Erdahl, Carol Petersen
Live Stream: 

   DEC. 4 DEC. 11

DEC. 18 CHRISTMAS EVE-4:00p.m. Service

Altar Guild:
Kathy Netland
Cathy Forgit

Advent Candle: JanaDee & Tim
Fuchs & family
Ushers: Ben & Caleb Sather
Greeters: Kurt & Heidi Larson
Lector: Larry Erdahl
Acolytes: Kane & Indigo Oistad
Communion Assistants: Heidi & Kurt
Larson; Carol Swenby
Live Stream: 




Sunday School 
Christmas Programs

Little Norway-Dec. 11-11:00am
Faaberg-- Dec. 18-11:00am
Concordia--Dec 18-4:00pm
Maple Lake--Dec 18-7:00pm




Sunday, December 4-
First Communion for 3rd

grade students

Advent Candle: Kristina & Cory
Sandberg & family
Ushers:  Jeff & Connor Haaven
Greeters: Tyler & Adelle Christianson
Lector: Lindi Christianson
Acolytes: Willow & Koa Larson
Communion Assistants: Kylie, Ryan,
& Brooklyn Strem
Live Stream: 

Ushers:  Matthew and John Larsen
Greeters: Craig & Heather Larson
Lector: Taylor Sannes
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: Lindi
Christianson; Ron & Lori Sannes
Live Stream: 

*Sunday School program 4:00 p.m.
Live Stream-

DEC. 25--NO WORSHIP SERVICE AT
CONCORDIA




Concordia Sunday School is looking for volunteers to bake 1-2
dozen Christmas goodies for the students to serve after their

Christmas program Sunday, Dec. 18. Please text or call Hannah
Chisholm (612) 382-0017 or Amber Sannes (218) 686-3353 if you

are willing to help! Thank you!
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C L C  N E W S



December Deacon-Lisa Duckstad  Janitor-Don Larson
Altar Guild & Communion Prep: 
Mary Esther Circle- Dec 1st, at church
Dorcas Circle- Dec 12th, 7:00 p.m. at church
December Readers: 
Dec 4th - Ernie Christensen     Dec 18th - Garth Kaste
Dec 11th- Sunday School Christmas Program    Dec 24th - Mark Gullickson
Dec. 25-No Church
 

                        

L I T T L E  N O R W A Y  N E W S
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December Anniversaries & Birthdays

28-Ginny & Dean Radke
29-Kathy & Ernie Christensen, Jr

03-Duane Hanson
10-Jordyn Berhow
     Sydney Larson
11-Preston Hovde
12-Mark Morvig
14-Levi Roggenbuck

Little Norway

16-Edward Larson
17-Jodi Lene
18-Charles Schulstad
20-Karen Busch
23-Robert Heckman
30-Karl Lisburg

Anniversaries Birthdays



L I T T L E  N O R W A Y  
N E W S
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*Parish Office Hours*

The Parish Office will be open Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

Fridays from 8:30a.m.-1:00 p.m. If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Phil on
his cell at 218-289-3970 or Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955.  Thank you.

Faaberg Announcements

P A R I S H /
F A A B E R G  N E W S

The Faaberg WELCA will meet Thursday, December 1, at 9:00 a.m. with
Peggy Ystenes leading the devotions. We will spend the day decorating
for Christmas and quilting. Bring a lunch for noon. We will also
quilt Friday, December 2, at 9:00 a.m.

The Afternoon Bible Study will be held Monday, December 12 . at 1:30
p.m., with everyone leading the study.

The December 18th worship service will be at 11:00 a.m. and will
include the Sunday School Christmas program. There will a potluck
dinner following with Group 1 in charge.

Please contact Katy Krogstad if there are any changes suggested for
the Prayer Chain, or if any more members would like to be included.

A beautiful, cozy, winter themed quilt made by the WELCA quilting
group will be put up for silent auction until after the potluck dinner
December 18th. Look for it on display in the entry with a signup
sheet for your bid.



M A P L E  L A K E  N E W S
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Submitted by: Marlene Block



M A P L E  L A K E  N E W S

10Submitted by: MaryBeth Swanson
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P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
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C H I L D R E N ' S  P A G E
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Daily Bible Readings
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2 - G O D ' S  R E N E W I N G  

W O R D  O F  J O Y



Worship Schedule
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Philip Larsen: Senior Pastor 218-289-3970 or 945-3228 
email: pastorphil_uclp@gvtel.com
Daniel Morton: Associate Pastor 320-260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com 

Laura Jossund: Youth Director 701-566-1760
email: ljossund@isd599.org
Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

mailto:ljossumd@599.org

