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So last night I sat down and popped in my copy of the movie “The English Patient”,
and it was a fun experience. I sat back and let the images on the screen play in front of
me while I let my mind wander and think back on things that largely have nothing to
do with the movie itself. A little inside information: The English Patient is the movie
that Olivia and I watched nine years ago as we waited for Delilah to be born. I still
clearly remember Olivia asking me to pause the movie whenever a contraction would
come, and then press play when the discomfort was gone. FYI, The English Patient is
already over 2 ½ hours long, so you can imagine how long it takes to watch with the
method we were trying.  

Fun Fact: The English Patient has never been one of my favorite movies. It is beautiful
to look at, but it’s a bit slow and I have always had a hard time connecting with it. Also,
just between you and me, I still harbor a nearly 30 year old grudge against The English
Patient for beating out “Fargo”(absolutely one of my favorite movies) for that year’s
Best Picture award at the Oscars. And yet, every year at this time I get the inclination
to throw on a movie that I have never really cared for, all because it reminds me of
one of the most important days of my life.  

It is always interesting to me how in this rich and beautiful world that God created for
us, he can take something that is largely without meaning to us, and turn it into
something much more. Like I said, on its own The English Patient is not a movie I really
care for. It does however point me towards something I love deeply. The only way I
can describe how I feel about my daughter is that she and the love I feel for her are a
gift from God. Even now as I write this, and can hear Delilah and Harry fighting over
the television, I will not let their deeply annoying habits bring me down. I will instead
happily remember how God, a little baby girl, and The English Patient changed my life
forever.

God’s Peace be with you all,
Pastor Dan Morton
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Maple Lake:
Wedding-
-Tomina Leigh Slevin & 
Cody Carl Starke; 
Pr. Dan Morton

                                                                                                                                       

P A R I S H / C L C  N E W S

Pastoral Acts for 
August

Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

SEPTEMBER 2023

Concordia Worship Participants

Ushers:  Chad & Karin Braun
Greeters: Dick & Kelsey Braun
Lector: Verna Norland
Communion Assistants: 
Natty & Lori Messick
Live Stream: 

SEPTEMBER  3

SEPTEMBER  17

Altar Guild:
Susan Yell
Sylvia Rickey

Ushers:  Chris & Caiden Swenby
Greeters: Ryan & Kylie Strem
Lector: Taylor Sannes
Assisting Minister: 
Acolytes:
Communion Assistants: 
Taylor & Amber Sannes; Tammy Hemmah
Live Stream: 

Ushers:  Tyler Christianson & Tim Sykes
Greeters: John & Deb Schmalenberg
Lector: Brandon Neibauer-Adams
Assisting Minister: 
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: 
Ray & Sylvia Nelson; Heidi Haaven
Live Stream: 

SEPTEMBER 10-RALLY SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 24

Ushers: Trevor & Bristen Desrosier
Greeters: Justin & Kristi Benson
Lector: Richard Wellman
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: 
Mark & Sue Lindberg; Verna Norland
Live Stream: 
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September Deacon-Kim Larson Janitor-?
Altar Guild & Communion Prep (July, August, September 2023) 
Colleen Kaste, Teri Johnson, & Carolyn Troite
Esther/Mary Circle- Sept 7, 2:00 pm at church
Dorcas Circle- Sept 18, 7:00 pm at church
September Readers- Sept 3-Jennifer Larson Sept 10-Kathy Christensen
Sept 17-Chuck  Schulstad Sept 24-Kim Larson

                    

September Anniversaries & Birthdays

02-Mark Benson
04-Dan Morton
05-Diane Erickson
09-Elliona Sandness
14-Myra Kaste
19-Dean Radke
29-Sharon Engelstad

Little Norway

BirthdaysAnniversaries
19-Jerry & Lisa Orre
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P A R I S H /
F A A B E R G  N E W S

The Faaberg WELCA will meet Thursday, September 7, at 9:00 a.m. with
Vicki Krogstad leading the devotions. We will be organizing the School
Bag kits and the Personal Care kits for Lutheran World Relief. The
School Bags will be filled with the Sunday School on Rally Sunday,
September 10.

The Afternoon Bible Study will be held Monday, September 11, at 1:30
p.m. with Dorothy Harstad leading the study.

7

*Parish Office Hours*

Starting after Labor Day Weeked:

The Parish Office will be open 
Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m.- 4:00 p.m.;  Fridays 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

 If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955.  
Thank you.

**The parish office will be closed on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 4th.**



Faaberg Announcements
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Submitted by: Marlene Block
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The BSF/Bible Study Fellowship will again be starting on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, from
2:00-3:30p.m. at the Concordia church fellowship hall. This year we will be studying the 
Book of John, and will meet until May 2024. Anyone who is interested or wants to attend,
may call Sandy Rasmussen (218) 289-3908 or Jane Opdahl (218) 289-6536. You can either
order your own book on mybsf.org or order with Jane. 

 The secret to John's Faith: 
Hope in adversity

Freedom through humility
Peace in perseverance

How can we build a faith like John? When we examine his life, we uncover the source of his
hope, freedom, and perseverance. 
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There will be a Pancake Breakfast benefit for Pastor Phil Larsen from 8am-1pm on Sunday,
September 17th at the Fertile Firehall. A silent auction will be held in conjunction with
breakfast. For silent auction items or donations to purchase silent auction items, please call
Renee Rongen (218-289-0236), Patty Mosher (218-280-7264), or Kari Morvig (218-280-0237)

On Wednesday, September 6th, 2023, at 7:00 pm, there
will be a Confirmation meeting at Concordia Fellowship

hall for Parish students and parents in grades 7-9.

Water to Thrive update! As of August 17th, we have raised $12,616.18
for the well project – we are halfway to the third well! We PRAISE God

together!!
 

The Parish Board approved a transition Ministry agreement with
Pastor Philip Blom effective September 1, 2023 through January 31,
2024. Pastor Blom will be providing half-time ministry to the Parish.
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Worship Schedule
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3

NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Daniel Morton: Associate Pastor 320-260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com 

Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**NOTE: Our pulpit fill may be 
subject to change.


