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Build an Altar

Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your
descendants.” And Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the Lord,

who had appeared to him. -Genesis 12:7

We have to let go of the old to lay hold of the new. We have to leave what’s
comfortable if we want to experience God as our provider, our defender, and our
way-maker. God called Abram away from everything he knew to a land God had not
yet revealed. But God’s promise to Abram far outweighed his need to know every
detail about the journey ahead. It’s the same for you and me. We are pilgrams,
traveling to a most holy city. And God’s promise over us far outweighs our need to
control every twist and turn. We’re on a need-to-know basis, and when we need to
know, God will let us know! But this we do know: The land ahead is a good land. And
our good God will ensure we make it to our new home safely. Will you pause today
and build an altar of remembrance? Before you take another step, remember His
faithfulness. Remember his goodness. It’ll strengthen you for the road ahead. 

Read: Genesis 12:1-9

Pray: You are here with me. I pause today to remember Your presence in my life.
Thank you, Lord. 

Larson, Susie. Prevail. Bloomington, MN. Bethany House Publishers. 2020



Pastoral Acts for 
December

BLAST FROM THE PAST:

Concordia:
Funeral-
-Roger Wayne Fjeld; Pr. Dan
Baptism-
-Wallace Stephen Christianson,
son of Cole & Tanya
Christianson; Pr. Dan

Maple Lake:
Baptism:
-Beckett Jay Magnell, son of
Wesley Magnell & Jessica
Vanderplaats; Paisleigh Ann
Magnell and Krimzen Faye
Magnell, daughters of Wesley
Magnell & Jessica Vanderplaats;
Pr. Dan
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Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

JANUARY 2024

Concordia Worship Participants

Ushers:  Chris & Caiden Swenby
Greeters: Brandon & Laura DeLage
Lector: Justin Burke
Acolytes: Eve Revier & Owen Jensrud
Communion Assistants: 
Elaine & Larry Erdahl; Cindy Leiser

JANUARY 7

JANUARY 21

Altar Guild:
Kerri Solie
Shelley Rice

JANUARY 14

JANUARY 28

Ushers:  Jeff & Connor Haaven
Assisting Minister: Tim Sykes
Greeters: Reid Jensrud & family
Lector: Brandon Neibauer-Adams
Acolytes: Koa Larson & Owen Jensrud
Communion Assistants: 
Loren & Bonnie Abel; Cindy Abrahamson

Ushers:  Chris Solie & Nick Solie
Greeters: Natty & Bjorn Messick
Assisting Minister: Carol Petersen
Lector: Pam Blaeser
Acolytes: Koa Larson & Owen Jensrud
Communion Assistants: 
Natty & Lori Messick; Carol Swenby

Ushers:  Tyler Christianson & 
               Justin Burke
Greeters: Jeff & Heidi Haaven
Lector: Larry Erdahl
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: 
Ron & Lori Sannes; Heidi Haaven

 CONCORDIA NEW MEMBER SUNDAY- JANUARY 7, 2024
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Concordia Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
                                                                         December 12, 2023
President Taylor Sannes called to order Concordia’s Church Council meeting @ 7:03 pm on December 12th, 2023.
Those present were Taylor Sannes, Pastor Dan Morton, Tina Sandberg, Mackinzie Burk, Lori Walters, Salome
Hansen, Carol Petersen, Karl Tollefson, Nick Neibauer, Liz Lisburg, and Sue Lindberg. 
-Devotions were given by Taylor from Ruth 1:16. 
-Secretaries Report: The secretary’s report was emailed, reviewed and accepted as reported. (Karl/Tina) M/S/A. 
-Pastor’s Report: Dan reported pulpit supply is covered through January with Pastor Dan and Pastor Darrell
increasing their pulpit supply. 
-Committee Reports: 
-Daycare: (Lori) Nothing new was reported. 
-Home & church Life: (Liz) There will be plans for another fun event for the church this coming January. Details to
follow. 
-Outreach (Mackinzie) A new member Sunday will be January 7th with 4 families joining. Concordia will again
participate in the Giving Tree this Christmas involving 22 families and 65 children. The community has been great
in responding to this need. Thanks to all those who are so generous in giving for our community. 
-Education: (Tina) The blinds for the Education Unit and Daycare Center are mostly installed. The white boards are
in the process of being installed. The Sunday School Christmas Program will be held December 17th @ 9:30 during
church services with refreshments served afterwards. We are fortunate to have 60 students involved in this
program. 
-Worship: (Carol) New microphones have been ordered for the PA system. 
-Management & Finance: (Nick) Nick reviewed the preliminary 2024 budget with discussions from each committee
member. The revised proposed budget will be reviewed at the January meeting before the annual meeting.  
-Treasurer’s Report: Karl and Salome are working with Todd to complete the end of year necessities. Todd has
expressed that he wants to be done with his position by the end of the year. We want to thank Todd for all his work
this past year. A motion was made and the Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented (Nick/Carol) M/S/A. 
A motion was made and passed nominating Taylor Sannes as the new Financial Treasurer for Concordia church.
(Karl/Carol) M/S/A. 
 -Old Business:  The parsonage committee continues obtaining quotes, including quotes for new cabinets for the
kitchen. The nominating committee will be contacting individuals willing to be on the 2024 ballot for the needed
council positions and we ask that you prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve.
New Business: A motion was made to donate $2,000 to the ELCA World Hunger Fund (Tina/Sue) M/S/A. There are
matching funds up to $165,000 for any donations given by December 31st. Individual memorials have been given to
world hunger and will be included in this donation totaling $2000. We encourage others to donate to this worthy
cause as well.  

The next meeting will be January 9th, 2024. A motion to adjourn was made @ 9:20 pm. M/S/A (Nick/Carol).
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by Sue Lindberg, Secretary



January Deacon-Kim  Larson Janitor-Jim Larson
Altar Guild & Communion Prep 
Sara Preusser, Heidi Benson, & Lynne Gullickson
Esther/Mary Circle- Jan. 4th, 2:00 pm at church
Dorcas Circle- Jan. 8th- 7:00 pm at church
Jan. Readers- Jan 7-Kathy Christensen Jan 14-Ernie Christensen 
Jan 21-Kim Larson Jan 28-Stacy Kronschnabel 
                    

L I T T L E  N O R W A Y  N E W S

4

January Anniversaries & Birthdays

03-Jennifer Larson
04-Barbara Schulstad
05-Soren Larson
07-Kim Andersen
12-Sara Preusser
13-Irene Vidden

Little Norway

Birthdays
17-Lynne Gullickson
19-Lionel Sandness
21-Lucy Fuglseth
22-Dean Kronschnabel
30-Kristen Larson

Anniversaries
05-Cody & Hailee Benson



L I T T L E  N O R W A Y  N E W S

5



P A R I S H /
F A A B E R G  N E W S

6

*Parish Office Hours*
The Parish Office will be open 

Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m.- 4:00 p.m.;  Fridays 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
 If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955.  

Thank you.

Faaberg Announcements

The Faaberg WELCA will meet Thursday, January 4, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.
with Peggy Ystenes leading the devotions.  We will spend the day

taking down the Christmas decorations and quilting, so bring a lunch.
We will continue quilting Friday morning, January 5. Additional

quilting days may be set up as needed.

The Afternoon Bible Study will be held Monday, January 8, at 1:30 p.m.
with a group led lesson.
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Submitted by: Marlene Block
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The call committee would like your input! 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday, January 10th at 6:00pm for a light supper,
followed by an informational meeting from 6:30-8:00pm
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Worship Schedule
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NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Daniel Morton: Associate Pastor 320-260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com
Phil Blom: Transition Pastor
email: philipblom@icloud.com 
Youth Group Leaders E-mail:
Angie Petry: petryfam@outlook.com
Chad Christianson: vballcechrist@gmail.com
Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**NOTE: Our pulpit fill may be 
subject to change.


