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United In Christ

Pastor Notes
Ah It’s September! I love Fall and September is the start of fall. September reminds me of
apples. Maybe because our children are now back in school, and the teacher is getting
shiny new apples on her desk. But I don’t think this is allowed anymore. Also, in September
my friend Theresa and I would go apple picking. I made Theresa climb the ladder to get the
top apples, while I picked from the ground. She would occasionally drop apples and I
would need to pick up off the ground. (I think she was aiming at me!) We would pick so
many apples that my pickup box would be full. Now this is when I made pies for the
Farmers Market, and I needed all the apples I could find. I would peel, core and chop many
bags of apples to freeze. All this process I counted on my dearest friend Dorothy to help
with! But hey I fed Dorothy lunch; it wasn’t free labor!

Our gardeners are now bringing in their vegetables for either canning or freezing. Nothing
more satisfying than to see your counter full of tomato sauce, soup or marinara. The joys of
fall.

I’m going back to that apple! My first preaching engagement was Trinity Lutheran in
Beltrami. They were just so accepting of my being there with them. That Sunday I needed
to talk about the trinity, the three in one. So, I used this example: Years ago, I taught
Sunday School to children and needed to explain the trinity. Well, I used the example of the
apple. You have one apple, but you have the core, the flesh and the skin of the apple.
Three separate parts of the apple, but all one. God is our Core, Jesus the flesh and the
Spirit the skin, three separates but all one! Easy right? 

There will be a day when Jesus comes down and picks his fruits and vegetables. We are
those fruits and vegetables. Will we be ready for his harvest? Are we prepared or do we
need more time to mature so we are fully ripe.

Dear Lord, we ask for understanding of your complicated words, give us the knowledge we
need to grow in our faith so we will be ready for your harvest. As we now go into the fall
season, let us take the time and enjoy the beauty of His earth. Amen

SAM Jamie Morvig



Concordia:
Baptism-
Leif Birdean Christianson,  
son of Derek & Stacey
Christianson; 
Pr. Darrell Morton
Wedding-
Jared Brainard & Hallie Strem; 
Pr. Dan
Graveside Service-
Shirley Hamre; Pr. Dan
Scandia Graveside Service-
Tom O’Neill; Pr. Dan
Graveside Service-
Grant Sannes; Pr. Darrell
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Pastoral Acts for 
August

P A R I S H / C L C  N E W S

Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

SEPTEMBER 2024

Concordia Worship Participants

Ushers: Daryl Haas & Mark Lindberg
Greeters: Dick & Kelsey Braun
Lector: Kip Fontaine
Acolytes:
Communion Assistants: Kristy Langved,
David Harstad, Jonah Harstad
Live Stream: 

SEPT 1-PARISH WORSHIP

SEPT 15

Altar Guild:
Carolyn Christian
Lori Messick

SEPT 8-RALLY SUNDAY

SEPT 22

Ushers: Jon & Cole Christianson
Greeters: John & Deb Schmalenberg
Lector: Verna Norland
Assisting Minister: Shane Erickson
Communion Assistants: 
Loren & Bonnie Abel; Scott Braun
Live Stream: 

Ushers:  Jan and Cort Christianson
Greeters: Ryan & Kylie Strem
Assisting Minister: Brian Gunufson
Lector: Natty Messick
Communion Assistants: 
Ron & Lori Sannes; Anna Duckstad
Live Stream: 

Ushers:  Chris and Nick Solie
Greeters: Justin & Kristi Benson
Lector: Heidi Larson
Communion Assistants: 
Jan Baune, Heidi Larson, Darcey Larsen
Live Stream: 

 The Bible Study Fellowship [BSF] will be starting
our study on Revelation on Tuesday, 

September 10th from 2-3:30 pm in the Concordia
Fellowship Hall. It is a 30-week study that will

continue through May 2025. Please call Jane to
register at 218-289-6536 or go to BSF.org to read

about the study and may register there also.
Everyone is invited to attend, please join and grow

in our faith together.

SEPT 29
Ushers:  Ryan and Bryer Strem
Greeters: Elaine Torpet & Cathy Forgit
Lector: 
Communion Assistants: 
Stacy & Chad Christianson Family
Live Stream: 
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Fair Stand Thank You

There will be a synod-wide Global Missions worship service on Sunday, Sept. 1st, 2024. The purpose is
to get congregations thinking about the global church and how much we accomplish together to
glorify God and how lifegiving it can be, opposed to sometimes feeling isolated and in decline.
 
The service will include a video sermon by Rev. Dr. Andrew Ronneik; a video temple talk by a Young
Adult in Global Mission (YAGM) Brita F., and the Water to Thrive ministry from our parish.
 

Please join us for the All-Parish Worship Service at Concordia
 on Sunday, September 1st, 9:30 am.

Global Missions All-Parish Worship Service
Sunday, Sept. 1st, 2024, 9:30 am

Concordia Lutheran Church

We’ve had another successful Fair Stand fundraiser! Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time, skills,
and support! It truly wouldn’t be possible without your help and without the congregation coming together to
make it happen!

We want to extend a SPECIAL thank you to Salome Hanson and Carol Swenby for their many, many years of
dedication to coordination and organization. We want to recognize their time as they have officially chosen
to step down from the coordination role while continuing to offer their skills in the kitchen! We are extremely
grateful!

GriefShare starts in October. What is GriefShare? It is a program where participants learn about grief-related issues.
While it is ideal for participants to attend all 13 sessions, the weekly sessions are designed to be “open”, meaning a person
can begin attending at any time. Participants will find Comfort – Answers – Hope.  
There will be a 40-minute video and then discussion. Participants will receive their own workbooks for personal study and
reflection.
GriefShare will start Tuesday October 1st running from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. We will continue weekly meeting each
Tuesday.

GriefShare

NEW CONCORDIA CHURCH LOCKED DOOR POLICY
At the August Concordia council meeting it was decided, for security reasons, that the parking lot (west) door into the
church would remain locked during office hours. If there is a function going on at the church, the door from the parking lot
will be unlocked. This will begin on Monday, August 19. The glass doors (south) across from the school, will be open during
office hours. The parking lot door will be locked with instructions to go to the glass doors.

THANK YOU!!!
The Concordia Council wishes to thank everyone that came to help clean the first week in August. 

Every area of the church looks great!
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Concordia Lutheran Church Council Meeting                                            
August 13, 2024

President Elaine Erdahl called Concordia’s Church Council meeting to order @ 7:02 pm on August 13, 2024. Those present
were Elaine Erdahl, Nick Neibauer-Adams, Mackinzie Burke, Salome Hansen, Karl Tollefson, Brandon Neibauer-Adams, Jami
Revier, and Sue Lindberg. Sue Lindberg opened with devotions from Hebrews 12:1-2.

Secretary’s Report was reviewed via email and accepted as presented. M/S/A. (Nick/Jami) 

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Report: Several discussions occurred including the Fair worship offering and the Fair
stand report. The Fair Offering was $900 and will be donated to Lutheran World Relief as designated by the Parish Council.
The net income from the Fair stand was $15,743.62. Plans were tabled as to where these funds will be designated. The
report was accepted as presented. 

Pastor’s Reports:  Pastor Dan is on vacation for 3 weeks and was not present. He will be doing a wedding and two graveside
funeral services during this time. Both Pastor Dan and Pastor Darrell will be preaching again starting September 8th. There
will be a Global Missions All-Parish Worship Service on September 1st for all parish churches at Concordia, with coffee to
follow. Rally Sunday/Backpack Sunday will be September 8th.    

 Committee Reports: 

 Home & Church Life: (Liz) Liz was not present. The Bingo Spring Fling was held June 23rd with approximately 35 people
attending with lots of fun and everyone winning a prize. Plans are to have a similar event in November again. 
 
Outreach: (Mackinzie) Mackinzie is checking on having outreach kits available for visitors reaching out to the church.
Parsonage Update: A report was given on the remodeling project. Loren Abel and Trevor DesRosier are working on the
bathroom, getting estimates for the kitchen cabinets, planning on removing a wall, and checking the eaves and steps. The
plumber has fixed the bathroom leak. 

Education: (Tina) Tina was not present. Rally and Backpack Sunday will be September 8th. The Noisy Offering will be
reviewed with students and teachers, making the decision on which charity/charities will receive this gift.  
  
Daycare: (Brandon) Brandon has nothing new to report. 
 
Worship: (Jami) Jami reports the congregation likes having singers leading the hymns during the services. Time and Talent
sheets will be handed out on Rally Sunday and will include leading the hymns during services, helping with the Fair Stand,
and helping with recording the Sunday services for TV.       
         
Management and Finance: (Nick) Nick obtained a quote for needed work on the bell towel. Nick hopes to get more quotes
for this project.  

Old Business: A motion M/S/A (Mackinzie/Sue) to purchase 1500 gallons of summer fill pre-buy propane was passed. The
sanctuary bulbs are here to be installed by the fire department when they are able. The church cleaning has been
completed and smells and looks great. Thank you to everyone for their willingness to help. 

New Business: A discussion regarding charity donations was tabled for a later time. There have been instances of strangers
being found in the church. Discussion was had about which door should be open while the office managers are working. The
double door adjacent to the office will be open. When church events occur, the other doors will be open for use, starting
August 19th.

The next council meeting is scheduled for September 10th. A motion to adjourn was made @ 9:08pm. M/S/A

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by Sue Lindberg, Secretary
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September Deacon-Lisa  Duckstad Janitor-Lee Duckstad 
Altar Guild & Communion Prep 
Teri Johnson, Kim Andersen, Teresa Sandness, Joan Kronschnabel
Esther/Mary Circle- Sept 5th 2:00pm at LN
Dorcas Circle- Sept. 9th, 7:00pm at LN
September Readers- Sept 8th-Lisa Duckstad Sept 15th-Kathy  Christensen
Sept 22nd-Carolyn Troite Sept 29th- Chuck Schulstad

L I T T L E  N O R W A Y / P A R I S H  N E W S
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September Anniversaries & Birthdays

19-Jerry & Lisa Orre

Little Norway

Birthdays
02-Mark Benson
04-Dan Morton
05-Diane Erickson
09-Elliona Sandness

14-Myra Kaste
19-Dean Radke
29-Sharon Engelstad

Anniversaries

Fertile-Beltrami Area Food Shelf Hours: 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month 3-6pm by appointment

only or for emergencies. Please contact this number.
218-945-6036. 
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*Updated Parish Office Hours*

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 3, the Parish Office will be open 
Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m.- 4:00 p.m.;  Fridays 8:00a.m.- 1:00p.m.

 If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955.  
Thank you.

Faaberg Announcements

Check out the Parish Facebook page & 
website for the latest Parish 

news & announcements!

Facebook Page-United in Christ Lutheran Parish, Fertile MN

Website-https://unitedinchristlutheranparish.org

If you have something you would like included in the Parish Pulse, 
on the Facebook page, or on the website, please send to:
uclpnews@gmail.com

 The Faaberg WELCA will meet Thursday, September 5, at 9:00 a.m. Vickie Krogstad will lead in
devotions and we will organize school kits and personal care kits.

September 8 is Rally Sunday and the Sunday School will meet following services to fill school bags for
Lutheran World Relief.

The Afternoon Bible Study will be held Monday, September 9, at 1:30p.m. with Dorothy Harstad leading
the study.

Church cleaning is being planned for Tuesday morning, September 24.

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 2, for Labor Day
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Faaberg Church Cleaning 

We will be doing deep cleaning on Tuesday, September 24th, starting at 9:00 a.m.
Cleaning supplies will be provided. Bring a bucket and cleaning rag if you have them. 

This is for everyone who can come. No notices will be sent out. If you can come for only
part of the time, that’s fine. If we get enough people, we usually can get this done by
noon. 

Thank you!
Vicki Krogstad
Cleaning Chair

We are planning to do a Bible Study on the book of Luke, weekly, for 8 weeks, starting in
January. Time and day to be determined later. We would like to get an idea how many
would be interested in this. There is a book and a video. 

Katy Krogstad’s family has donated several books and the video. So, we will need to know
how many more books we need to order. You don’t have to purchase the book to come.
Anyone is welcome to come watch the video and join in the discussion. This is open to
everyone!

If you are interested in this, please contact Lynda Sevald- 945-6202, or 
Vicki Krogstad-945-6344 by December 1st. 

Bible Study Opportunity
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Submitted by: Marlene Block

September puts us back into busy schedules! Here’s what’s happening in our neck of the woods!

Sept. 1 – Global Awareness Sunday. Parish worship service at Concordia at 9:30 – coffee to follow.

Sept. 8th – Rally Sunday! Services at 9:00 and Sunday school at 10:00. Backpack blessing for the kids and
blessing for the teachers. 44 students this year, 20 elementary and 24 high school! Teachers are Elissa, Angie,
MaryBeth, Amber and Amy. Subs are Lisa, Jamie and Kari B. Wonderful! Join us for ice cream as it will be
“Sundaes on Sunday!”

Sept.10th – Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) begins the fall session at 2:00 at Concordia. The book of Revelation
will be the study for 30 weeks and it will be good! I, personally, have not spent much time in Revelations but
the introduction to the study says it is a book of hope and promise! If you are interested in finding out more
about BSF, you can go to their website: bsfinternational.org or call Jane Opdahl at 218-289-6536 for
information and registration.  

Sept. 18th – Council meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 20 & 21st – Northwestern Minnesota Syunodical Women’s Organization’s Annual Convention in
Moorhead! Please see flyer in your newsletter for details. Registration fee is $125.00…..could your women’s
group send a representative and pay their fee? It will be a great experience and not too far away!  

Speaking of WELCA, Conference #3 (that’s us) is looking for nominations for a coordinator. Lori Walter’s term
is up this fall and we need someone to lead us for the next 2 years! Maybe you have been looking for a way to
minister to others; or maybe you know who would be a good candidate….give Lori 701-730-0768 or Marlene
218-289-4046 a call!

Maple Lake women have completed 27 school kits for LWR this fall. Thank you ladies! Our next meeting will be
Nov. 6th with election of officers and cutting squares for the quilt kits that will be made available for anyone
to sew!

New tables and chairs have been ordered for the fellowship hall! Donations will be accepted for those who
would like an old table or chairs to take home. A card will be taped on each available table for you to sign
your name to claim. A separate sheet will be on the round table downstairs for the chairs going out. When the
new ones arrive, you will be notified to come and pick up the old! Sue has worked very hard on this project –
many, many thanks, Sue!

Greeters and custodians for September are: oh boy, I just saw it…Marlene and Curt Block!
Take care, God Bless….lots going on!
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Maple Lake Church Council Minutes
Date: August 21st, 2024, at Maple Lake Church. Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.

Attending: Marlene Block, Sue Kronschnabel, & MaryBeth Swanson.
Devotions: Council Members shared favorite Hymns

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report was reviewed and discussed with no objections. 

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and discussed with no objections.

Pastor’s Report: No Report  

Parish Board Report: No Report 

Deacon’s Report: Deacon Sign up sheet needs to be completed. Sue will remind the deacons 

Trustees’ Report: No Report  

Old Business: 
Marlene will contact Craig at Mid Valley Electric about the thermostats in the entryway. He will come and check the
thermostats and check the bulb for the Steeple (highway side). We will also ask him to add the north heater (entry)
to the switch as well. 

1.

New Business:
A decision was made about summer fill for propane as the deadline for this is August 31st. A decision was made to
purchase 1350 gallons at $1.45/gallon. Marlene will get the paperwork to Brenda. 

1.

The new chairs & tables for the basement will arrive this week. A donation box & sign-up sheet has been placed in
the basement for those wishing to claim a table/chairs. WELCA members ask that people wishing to take table
remove it ASAP.

2.

This year’s nominating committee members are Kip Fontaine, Sue Kronschnabel, & John David Swanson. It is the goal
to have this task completed by the end of October.

3.

The Annual meeting has been set for January 12th, 2025.4.
Upcoming dates:5.

9/8 Rally Sunday, BackPack blessings, & 3rd Grade Bible @ 9:00 am, 
Confirmation Meeting (7-9th) 9/11 @ 6:30pm (at Concordia)
Confirmation classes begin (7th & 8th) 9/18 @3:30 pm
9/25 Affirmation Meeting (10th grade) 7:30 pm (at Concordia)

Adjourn: Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:39 p.m.
Next council meeting: Wednesday September 18th, at 7 p.m. at Maple Lake Church

Submitted by: MaryBeth Swanson
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United in Christ Lutheran Parish Board Meeting
August 8, 2024

Those present were Kip Fontaine, Lyle Fuchs, Belinda Fjeld, SAM Jamie Morvig, Pr Dan Morton, John Gullickson,
Elaine Erdahl, and Kristy Langved. 

President Kip called the meeting to order at 9:04. Kristy led devotions, reading Ecclesiastes 3:1, Galatians 5:22-23,
and John 15:5. 

Kristy gave the secretary’s report. There were questions if Kelly Ahola had been paid for the worship services at the
fair and she had. How to handle caring for the offering taken at the fair service was also brought up because this
year it had been left in the Concordia Food Stand after services. This should be addressed when planning next
year. Belinda made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Lyle and carried. 

Lyle presented the treasurer’s report. There was a question about summer fill for propane as we had received a
reminder about it, and Lyle will tell Amy to pay that. John made a motion to approve as presented, seconded by
Belinda and carried. 

Pastor’s report: Pr. Dan reported that everything is fine. He is on vacation at this time and we have pulpit supply,
although he will be doing two funerals and two weddings while on vacation. SAM Jamie reported that she has led
several worship services and visitation. She talked a little about “Grief Share” and she plans to start a session in
October and will put an announcement in the September newsletter regarding it. 

Old business: The call committee is moving forward. 

Website looks good. We plan to ask Amber Sannes, communications director, about putting old parish minutes in
an archive on the site so they can be easily accessed. 

Water to Thrive information is being updated through the Parish Pulse newsletter. 

New business: Sunday, September 1, 2024 is Global Mission Sunday and we will have an all-parish service at
Concordia. The synod is sending us a video sermon. Concordia worship committee will ask for readers, greeters,
ushers, etc. from the parish. Each church will be asked to provide two dozen baked goods to go with coffee
following worship. Dan will make sure the techy stuff gets taken care of. Jamie will lead communion. 

Youth Group: Angie, Chad and the youth will be asked if they can put together a video of the pictures from the
youth convention to put on the website and to coordinate this with Amber Sannes. 

Belinda made a motion to give the offering taken on September 1st to Young Adults in Global Missions, John
seconded and carried. 

Next meeting is scheduled for October 17, 2024. John made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Lyle and carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kristy Langved, Secretary
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Worship Schedule
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4

NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Daniel Morton: Associate Pastor 320-260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com
Youth Group Leaders E-mail:
Angie Petry: petryfam@outlook.com
Chad Christianson: vballcechrist@gmail.com
Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**NOTE: Our pulpit fill may be 
subject to change.

Note: Worship Time Change

Sept 1-Parish Worship at Concordia. Worship is synod wide. 


