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St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated annually on March 17, the anniversary of his death in the fifth
century. St. Patrick’s Day 2025 will take place on Monday, March 17. The Irish have observed this
day as a religious holiday for over 1,000 years. On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls during the Christian
season of Lent, Irish families would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the
afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and people would
dance, drink and feast on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage. Yum? Do you suppose
they drank green beer?
St Patrick was born in Britian, kidnapped and was brought to Ireland as a slave at the age of 16.
He later escaped and was credited for brining Christianity to the people in Ireland. In the
centuries following St.Patrick’s death (believed to have been on March 17, 461), the mythology
surrounding his life became ever more ingrained in the Irish culture: Perhaps the most well-known
legend of St. Patrick is that he explained the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) using the
three leaves of a native Irish clover, the shamrock.
In the New Testament, the month of March is linked to the season of Lent, a period of forty days of
fasting, prayer, and penance leading up to Easter Sunday. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March
5th and ends on Holy Saturday, the day before Easter. This solemn season is a time for reflection,
repentance, and spiritual renewal as Christians prepare to commemorate the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Moreover, the month of March serves as a reminder of the importance of faith, hope, and
perseverance in the face of adversity. Just as the Israelites were delivered from destruction during
Purim and Jesus triumphed over death at Easter, March symbolizes the victory of light over
darkness, good over evil, and life over death. It is a time to draw strength from the stories of
courage, redemption, and salvation found in the Bible and to renew our commitment to living out
the principles of love, mercy, and justice.
As we journey through the month of March, let us embrace the lessons of the past, the challenges
of the present, and the promises of the future. May we find inspiration in the scriptures, comfort in
prayer, and guidance in the teachings of Jesus. March is not just a time on the calendar but an
opportunity to deepen our relationship with God, strengthen our faith, and share the message of
hope and salvation with others. Let us walk in the footsteps of the faithful who have gone before
us, trusting in the providence of God and the power of His grace to sustain us in all circumstances.
During this Lenten season we will gather as one, joining our other congregations in unity with each
other at Concordia. We will be able to film our Lenten services for the shut ins, those in our nursing
homes and assisted living. May this season of Lent be your “Lucky Charm”!
Blessings, Jamie Morvig SAM
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Concordia:
Funeral: 
Rev. Philip (Phil) Martin Larsen;
Pr. Dan Morton
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Pastoral Acts for 
February
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Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

MARCH 2025

Concordia Worship Participants

Ushers: Ben & Caleb Sather
Greeters: Tyler & Adelle Christianson
Lector: Lindi Christianson
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: 
Verna Norland; Natty & Lori Messick
Live Stream: Connor Fuchs

MAR 2

Altar Guild:
Cathy Forgit
Vickie Olson

MAR 16

Ushers: Reid & Owen Jensrud
Greeters: Ron & Lori Sannes
Lector: Verna Norland
Acolytes: 
Communion Assistants: 
Bonnie Abel; Karin & Chad Braun
Live Stream: Eve Revier

Ushers: Shane & Austin Fuglseth
Greeters: Dave & Amanda Riegert
Lector: Sylvia Nelson
Acolytes:
Communion Assistants: 
Cindy Abrahamson; Ray & Sylvia Nelson
Live Stream: Eve Revier

Ushers: Isaac Ness
Greeters: Charlie & Anna Duckstad
Lector: Charlie Duckstad
Communion Assistants: 
Heather & Craig Larson; Caty Larson
Acolytes: Tucker Christianson & 
Natalie Whitcomb
Live Stream: Connor Fuchs

MAR 5-ASH WEDNESDAY

MAR 9

Ushers: Daryl & Evan Haas
Greeters: Dave & Jeannie Thorson
Lector: Dean Rasmussen
Acolytes:
Communion Assistants: 
Lindi Christianson; Glenn & Kathy
Netland
Live Stream: Connor Fuchs

MAR 23

Ushers: Trevor & Bristen Desrosier
Greeters: Cory & Tina Sandberg
Lector: Taylor Sannes
Acolytes: Natalie Whitcomb
Communion Assistants: 
Kiley Desrosier; Ron & Lori Sannes
Live Stream: Easton Fredericks

MAR 30

MAR 12: 
Live Stream-Easton Fredericks

MAR 19:
Live Stream-Easton Fredericks

MAR 26:
Live Stream: Easton Fredericks

LENTEN SERVICES 7PM AT CONCORDIA
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February 11, 2025

President Brandon Adam Neibauer called Concordia’s Church Council meeting to order @ 7:00 pm on February 11th, 2025. Those present were
Brandon Neibauer-Adams, Dan Morton, Tina Sandberg, Salome Hansen, Janadee Fuchs, Jami Revier, Anna Duckstad, John Walters, Verna
Norland, Jared Brainard, and Sue Lindberg. 
    
Brandon opened with devotions from Matthew 5:17-20.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the Council Members at Large for 2025 Committee Chairs: Tina Sandberg, Education;
JanaDee Fuchs, Outreach; John Walters, Treasurer; Jami Revier, Worship; Verna Norland, Daycare & V. President; Anna Duckstad, Home &
Church Life; and Jared Brainard, Management & Finance. (Tina/Jami). M/S/A

Secretary’s Report from January was reviewed and accepted as presented. (John/Jared) M/S/A.  

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Report: Reports were given and accepted as reported
 (Sue/Verna) M/S/A.    

Pastor’s Reports:  Lenten Services will be held at Concordia for United in Christ Lutheran Parish beginning Ash Wednesday, March.5, 2025 at
7:00 p.m. and Easter Sunday is April 20th. Parish First Communion class (Only One Class) for 3rd graders and their parents will be Sunday
February 23rd at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

Parish Report: (Verna) Kip Fontaine is the acting President, Belinda Fjeld Secretary and Jeff Gullickson Treasurer. The offerings during Lent will
be shared between the Care and Share in Crookston and the Fertile Food Shelf. Checks should be made out to each individual church. 
            
Committee Reports: 
Home & church Life: (Anna) Deb Neibauer is now volunteering for visitations in the nursing homes and for shut in’s. Thank you Deb.     
 
Outreach :  (JanaDee) Plans are for a bulletin board, size, and place for information updates is being planned.      
 
Parsonage: The furnace has been replaced and is working well. Payments for demolition of the kitchen area and one-third of the cost (down
payment) of the new kitchen cabinets will be paid.    

Education: (Tina) There are 25 women involved with the young women’s bible study meeting every other Wednesday evening. Feel free to join.  

Daycare: (Verna) Nothing new to report. 
 
Worship: (Jami) Andrew Larsen is helping with the videoing of services online.        
          
Management and Finance: (Jared) Loren Abel continues with the parsonage remodeling project. Work on demolishing the kitchen area will begin
soon and ordering kitchen cabinets will be needed. A stand has been purchased for the new 70 inch TV donated to the church in honor of
Nancy Christian.  

Old Business: Progress has been made in finding someone willing to repair the bell tower. Jared is looking into repairs needed for the stain glass
windows, which is a very specialized work.       

New Business: There are 53 students from grades 1-6 involved in the Fertile Area Release Time Education Program that meets weekly at
Concordia. A motion was made and passed to donate $500 for educational materials for this program (Sue/Jami). M/S/A Volunteers are also
needed and welcomed. New LED bulbs are needed for the fellowship hall and office areas. The “Water to Thrive” Well Fund has now been
closed. We have adults from Concordia that will be going on a mission trip to Hogar de Vida orphanage in Costa Rico this summer. A motion was
made and passed to donate $3000 towards the expenses of the mission trip (Jared/Tina). M/S/A A motion was made and passed to move funds
from memorial accounts (library, quilting, choir, cemetery, well fund) to the general fund to be used as designated. (Verna/Anna). M/S/A   
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and passed @ 8:15 p.m. (Tina/John). M/S/A Concordia’s next council meeting will be March 11th,
2025.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by Sue Lindberg, Secretary



March Deacon-Dean Kronschnabel Janitor-Mark Benson
Altar Guild & Communion Prep 
Sara Preusser, Heidi Benson, Lynne Gullickson
Esther/Mary Circle- March 6th-2:00pm at LN
Dorcas Circle- March 17th-7:00pm at LN
February Readers-Mar 2-Joan Kronschnabel Mar 9-John Gullickson
Mar 16-Roger Moe Mar 23-Lynn Jacobson Mar 30-Lisa Duckstad

L I T T L E  N O R W A Y
N E W S
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March Anniversaries & Birthdays
Little Norway

Birthdays
01-Camryn Benson
03-Jerome Larson
09-Jerry Orre
    -Theresa Sandness
10-Peter VanErem
11-Colleen Kaste

Anniversaries

14-Stacie & Nicholas 
        Kronschnabel

Looking ahead to March--Quilters will be starting!

16-Shelby Duckstad
   -John Gullickson
24-Mike Larson
29-Heidi Benson
    -Lisa Orre
31-James Larson



L I T T L E  N O R W A Y
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Check out the Parish Facebook page & 
website for the latest Parish 

news & announcements!

Facebook Page-United in Christ Lutheran Parish, Fertile MN

Website-https://unitedinchristlutheranparish.org

If you have something you would like included in the Parish Pulse, 
on the Facebook page, or on the website, please send to:
uclpnews@gmail.com

P A R I S H /
F A A B E R G  N E W S
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*Parish Office Hours*
Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m.- 4:00 p.m.;  Fridays 8:00a.m.- 1:00p.m.

 If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955.  
Thank you.

Faaberg Announcements

Fertile-Beltrami Area Food Shelf Hours: 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month 3-6pm by
appointment only or for emergencies. Please contact this number. 218-945-6036. 

T H E  N O R M A N  L U T H E R A N  C E M E T E R Y  C O R P O R A T I O N  W I L L  H O L D  I T S  A N N U A L
M E E T I N G  O N  S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  9 ,  2 0 2 5  A T  F A A B E R G  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

B E G I N N I N G  A T  N O O N  W I T H  A  P O T L U C K  D I N N E R  A N D  T H E  M E E T I N G  T O
F O L L O W .  A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E .

Sunday,  March 2,  wil l  be Faaberg's  photo day for the new UCLP
Directory.

The Faaberg WELCA wil l  meet Thursday,  March 6,  at  9:00 a.m. Sue
Knutson wil l  lead in devotions.  We wil l  spend the day qui lt ing and
resume again on Friday morning.

The Afternoon Bible Study wil l  be held Monday,  March 10,  at  1:30 p.m.
with Sue Knutson leading the study.

Sunday,  March 16,  wil l  be the next potluck dinner fol lowing the 11:00
worship service.



F A A B E R G  N E W S
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Submitted by: Marlene Block

Because we are such strong, northwest Minnesota citizens, we are simply going to keep
“marching” toward spring! We have made it through the coldest part of winter and have faith
that the temps will steadily improve!

Sunday school and Sunday worship services have kept up their winter schedules – great!
Thank you to members for your faithful attendance and active participation. This shortage
of pulpit supply has been a bit of a challenge but we are grateful for volunteers stepping up
and for everyone’s patience as we work through this period in our ministry. The best we can
do is to pray and then do our best to spread the good news of Jesus Christ to as many
people as possible!

We look forward to March 9th as Millie Melbye and Luke Swanson celebrate their first
communion. Millie is the daughter of Mark and Missy; Luke is the son of John David and
MaryBeth! Services that day will begin at 11:15 – please note the time change for this Sunday
only.

Also on that day, for those who wish to get their photo taken for the online directory: Chad
Christianson will be here immediately following the service to do just that! If you do not
have a photo of your own to submit online, this is your chance. Thank you, Chad.
The ladies are busy quilting and having a nice time together! The quilts are on the pews
keeping us warm and giving us visual enjoyment. Please note the quilted wall hanging made
by Sue. Kronschnabel which is up in the sanctuary. It is a picture of a church on a warm
wintery day. Thanks for sharing, Sue!

Parish Lenten services begin on Wednesday, March 5th at Concordia. 7:00 p.m. with coffee
and bars following the service. Maple Lake will be responsible for the lunch on March 26th.
The next Council meeting will be held after Lenten services on March 19th. We will meet in
the Shepherd’s room at Concordia.

Greeters and custodians for March are the Lunak family! Thank you!
We send greetings to former pastors and former members who receive this newsletter every
month. We so appreciate your prayers and your past service. Just know that we are alive and
well here at Maple Lake and invite you to come back for a visit anytime! We give all our
thanks and praise to God!



M A P L E  L A K E  N E W S
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Submitted by: MaryBeth Swanson
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United in Christ Lutheran Parish
Youth Group Schedule 2025

March 12th, March 26th, & April 9th (during Lent only):
Youth Group will combine Jr High and Sr High 
**4:30-6:00pm** for these nights 



Worship Schedule
M A R C H  2 0 2 5

NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Daniel Morton: Associate Pastor 320-260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com
Youth Group Leaders E-mail:
Angie Petry: petryfam@outlook.com
Chad Christianson: vballcechrist@gmail.com
Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**NOTE: Our pulpit fill may be 
subject to change.

Holy Communion Schedule Changes:
1st & 3rd Sunday Little Norway & Trinity
2nd & 4th Sunday Faaberg & Maple Lake
Concordia Every Sunday

**Note worship time changes**

F I R S T  C O M M U N I O N  S U N D A Y
M A R C H  9 T H  C O N C O R D I A  &  M A P L E  L A K E  -  P R .  D A N

M A R C H  1 6 T H  F A A B E R G  &  L I T T L E  N O R W A Y  -  P R .  D A N


