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Pastor’s Notes
We are starting a New Church Year! A new beginning in the church year, we will be hearing from Matthew.
Matthew’s gospel is the first in the New Testament. By the early Christians it was considered the most
important book in the bible.

My Grandchildren would say that December is the most important month of the Year!! First because they
both have birthdays in December and then we celebrate Jesus’ birthday. What does this mean to an 11-
and 8-year-old, presents!! What was the best gift you ever received as a child? I can remember Christmas
when my mom wrapped up a pair of socks for my dad and marked my name on them. Mainly because I
would always snoop and unwrap early, of course this would ruin the surprise. That year she wrapped my
new Air Force parka with my dad’s name on it. So, I unwrapped the socks and he unwrapped my Air Force
Parka. Mother was a trickster!

I think the best gift we could ever receive was the gift from God, his son, Jesus Christ. Advent we are
preparing for the coming of Christ again, not just by the celebration of his birth, but by the celebration that
he will come again.

Let us look back at the year, we started 2025 with one pastor and one SAM. Pastor Dan and I were
struggling to make sure we were available to all our members in need and each congregation. Lori and
Jennifer were struggling to find Pulpit fill for our churches. We were all praying to find a Pastor to answer
our call. Then along came Katie!!!! What a blessing Pastor Katie has been to our parish. I do think all our
churches could share Blake and his beautiful voice!! Our Parish then had 3 additional SAMS step forward in
faith, Lindi Christianson and Theresa Sandness, Synod sent them to other Churches in need of their gifts.
Kari Morvig also stepped forward to become a SAM. Kari will start with UCLP in December! This could be
the end of “No Pastor Sunday”. Thank you, God, for all the blessings.

I’m wrapping up a second year of Grief Share. What a blessing this has been to have these wonderful
people teach me about their faith that God will get them through anything. This brings me to a new
beginning; we will have our first Community wide Blue Christmas. Blue Christmas will be ecumenical
gathering for anyone that needs help to get through the Christmas Holidays. If this means to help with the
loss of a loved one, loneliness, or just the” blues” of Christmas it is for you!!! December 21, from 2-4 at the
Community Center. Pastors Katie and Dan, Kari and I will be working alongside Pastor Ken from Hope and
Father John from St Joseph. We are looking forward to giving this special need to those in our community
during this time of struggle.

Let us take a moment of peace, to thank our God for all his blessings and to always remember that “Jesus is
the reason for the season.”
Jamie Morvig, SAM



Concordia
Funeral:
Michell “Mike” Olson
Pr. Dan Morton

Faaberg
Funeral: 
Linda Aanenson; 
Pr. Katie Ohren-Shipman
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Pastoral Acts for 
November

P A R I S H / C L C  N E W S

Thank you for serving in this capacity!
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday listed 
please exchange with someone on the list and 

notify the church office.
 9:30 a.m. Worship

DECEMBER 2025

Concordia Worship Participants

Advent Candle— Natalie Whitcomb 
Ushers – Travis and Connor Fuchs
Greeters – Brandon & Laura Delage
Lector – Natalie Whitcomb
Acolytes – Brekin Fredericks & Bennett
Whitcomb
Communion Assistants— Heidi Haaven,
Sue & Mark Lindberg
Live Stream—Easton F

DEC. 7

Altar Guild:
Kerri Solie
Shelley Rice

DEC. 24-CHRISTMAS EVE-4:00 PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 9:30 AM

DEC. 21

Advent Candle— Bennett Whitcomb
Ushers—Ryan and Kylie Strem
Greeters— Brandin & Brianna Solie
Lector— Bennett Whitcomb
Acolytes— Natalie Whitcomb
Communion Assistants— Larry Erdahl,
Heather Qualley, Sylvia Rickey
Live Stream— Easton F

Ushers — Jon and Cole Christianson 
Greeters – Danny, Jodie, & Mya Strem
Lector – Kelsey Braun
Acolytes — 
Communion Assistants – Ryan & Kylie
Strem, Hallie Brainard
Live Stream— Eve R

DEC. 28

Ushers— Chris and Leah Swenby family
Greeters—Jared & Hallie Brainard
Lector— 
Acolytes—
Communion Assistants— Anna
Duckstad, Kelsey & Dick Braun
Live Stream— Connor F

Concordia Council is exploring new lighting for the fellowship hall and possibly
other areas of the church. Future bulletins will include more information on this,
including plans for a special congregation meeting to vote. This special meeting

has the tentative date of December 7, 2025. Stay tuned for more info!
 

During the holiday season it is
extremely hard to be jolly and
festive for those who have lost
a loved one due to death. The
theme for a “Blue Christmas” is
just that, “blue.” A blue-themed
celebration is a place where
they can come and be real,
take their masks off, be sad,
and cry. It is a place where they
can honor the memory of their
loved one. Those that are
lonely and just blue we can be
together during this time.
Blue Christmas services are
held across the nation and we
will have a Blue Christmas- our
first Community wide Blue
Christmas will be held
December 21  at the
Community Center from 2-4.

st

**NO CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
SERVICE AT CONCORDIA*

Advent Candle— 
Ushers – Keith and Tyler Christianson
Greeters – Craig & Cindy Englestad
Acolytes – 
Communion Assistants – Danny, Jodie,
& Mya Strem
Live Stream - Easton F

DEC. 14
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December Anniversaries & Birthdays
Little Norway

December Deacon-Heidi Benson Janitor-Don Larson
Altar Guild & Communion Prep 
Lynn Jacobson, Jennifer Larson, Stacie Kronschnabel
Esther/Mary Circle- Dec 4th-2:00pm at LN
Dorcas Circle- Dec 8th-7:00pm at LN
December Readers- December 7th: Lisa Duckstad December 14th: Roger Moe
December 21st: Lynn Jacobson December 24th: Heidi Benson
December 28th: Garth Kaste

4

Birthdays
02-Jim & Jennifer Larson
06-Kayla & Douglas Pierre
28-Dean & Ginny Radke
29-Kathy Christensen & Ernie
Christensen, Jr.

02-Hadley Howell
10-Jordyn Berhow
11-Preston Hovde
12-Mark Morvig
13-Cody Benson

Anniversaries
15-Sophia Preusser
16-Edward Larson
17-Jodi Lene
18-Charles Schulstad
20-Karen Busch
30-Karl Lisburg
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*Parish Office Hours*

Check out the Parish Facebook page & 
website for the latest Parish 

news & announcements!

Facebook Page-United in Christ Lutheran Parish, Fertile MN

Website-https://unitedinchristlutheranparish.org

If you have something you would like included in the Parish Pulse, 
on the Facebook page, or on the website, please send to:
uclpnews@gmail.com

P A R I S H /
F A A B E R G  N E W S
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Parish Office Hours are
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-4pm. Fridays- 8:00-1:00pm.

 If at any time you need a Pastor, you may reach Pastor Dan at 320-260-6955 or 
Pastor Katie at 320-287-4184 Thank you.

Please have the announcements in the office by Tuesday afternoon. Thank you!

Faaberg Announcements

Fertile-Beltrami Area Food Shelf Hours: 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month 3-6pm by
appointment only or for emergencies. Please contact this number. 218-945-3065. 

Address for Food Shelf is PO Box 373-Fertile, MN 56540

Faaberg Announcements – December 2025

Ushers – for December are Matt & Karin Sorenson and Tony & Andrea Grieve.

WELCA - will meet on Thursday, December 4 at 9 am. Devotions: We will sing Christmas Carols.
Quilting will follow meeting on Thursday and continue Friday, December 5 from 9 am to noon.

Afternoon Bible Study – will be held Monday, December 8 at 1:30 pm. Study will be held at Fair
Meadow Assisted Living in Fertile.

Sunday School Program – presented during worship on Sunday, December 14 – Potluck Dinner
will follow, with both serving groups in charge of setup and cleanup.

Christmas Eve Service – will be held at 4 pm on Wednesday, Dec. 24.
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Submitted by: Marlene Block
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Submitted by: MaryBeth Swanson
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Worship Schedule
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* W O R S H I P  T I M E  C H A N G E S *

NEWSLETTER OF THE CONCORDIA, LITTLE NORWAY, 
MAPLE LAKE, TRINITY, AND FAABERG 
CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA 

Daniel Morton: Pastor (320) 260-6955
email: pastordan_uclp@gvtel.com
Katie Ohren-Shipman: Pastor (320) 287-4184
email: pastorkatie_uclp@gvtel.com
Youth Group Leaders E-mail:
Angie Petry: petryfam@outlook.com
Anna Duckstad: andrea.duckstad@gmail.com
Landon Franke: nodnal95@gmail.com
Office Managers: Lori Sannes and Jennifer Larson
email: office_uclp@gvtel.com 

United in Christ Lutheran Parish 
100 Jefferson Ave. SW
PO Box 615
Fertile, MN 56540 
Telephone: 218-945-6696
website: www.unitedinchristlutheranparish.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**NOTE: Our pulpit fill may be 
subject to change.

Holy Communion Schedule Changes:
1st & 3rd Sunday Little Norway & Trinity
2nd & 4th Sunday Faaberg & Maple Lake
Concordia Every Sunday

Pastor Dan Morton
Pastor Katie Ohren-Shipman

SAM Jamie Austin-Morvig

December 21  Community Center 2-4pm Community Blue Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve Worship times: 4pm - Concordia, Pr. Dan                             

4pm – Faaberg, Pr. Katie ; 4pm -Little Norway, SAM-Jamie Morvig; 

4pm Trinity SAM-Kari Morvig                                                                

Christmas Day Worship: 10am – Maple Lake, Pr. Katie


